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Education report calling for more language duality
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Report calls for

EDUCATION — Al

because he has not had enough time to
study it.

The same was true of the New Bruns
wick Teachers Association, which said
it neads more time o review the doce
ment.

Gary Crossman, opposition Tory edu
cation critic, said he likes the call for long
term planning rather than education
changes that are timed to fouryear pol-
itical cycles.

“I think teachers, support staff, admin
istrators and district offices would all like
to see that happen,” he said. “They don't
want the government to change the edu-
cation plan every four years”

The recommendations are divided into
French and English reports, as is the prov-
ince's dual education system.

In the French report, duality through-
out the education system — beginning
with babies in daycares - is endorsed. It
would mean separate French and Eng-
lish child care and Ieanmmsystenﬁfmm
birth onwands.

“The 10-year education plan must enr
sure that the Department of Education
and Early Childhood Development con
tinues its efforts toward achieving full lin
guistic duality in early childhood educa-
tion and that the deputy minister responr
sible fior each linguistic sector has the ne-
cessary resources to carry out those ef
forts,"the francophone report states.

Currently, bilingual daycares are al
lowed in the province. Michel Doucet, a
Université de Moncton law professor, e
cently called on the province to include
the bilingual daycare issue in the refer
ence case to the Court of Appeal about
bilingual schiool busas.

However, the daycare matter was not
added to the reference.

Marc Arseneau, president of the
francophone teachers association, said
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Friday he wants the government to pro-
ceed with implementation of duality in
early childhood development.

“As francophones living in a minority
context, it is essential that francophone
children be placed in a homogenous en-
vironment so they can develop their lan-
guage skills and build their French cul
ture and identity,” Arseneau said.

Power, a former school superintendent,
said there are concerns about the length
of instructional time in New Brunswick
schools, specifically noting two areas:
shott days for kindergarten to Grade 2,
and storm dayswhich can lop upwards of
two weeks off a school calendar during
extreme winters.

“In provinces with rural commun-
ities and winter weather similar to ours,
schools are rarely cancelled and the de-
cision whether students attend is Ieﬂ‘w
families,"the report states,

“In New Brunswick; xﬁeil’e_,&es not
seem tobe an or moving in

m[qm Brunswick teach-

_5:'5 ha\rf.' bargained for the right to stay
home when school is cancelled.

“It may be important for teachers to re-
consider their position,”it states,

Power said that when it comes to the K
to 2 school days, most jurisdictions have
a full day “and ours looks more like a half
day,ﬂ

“Whether it's the day that gets ex-
tended or there's a review of what is be-
ing done in K to 2, we really need some-
thing that looks a little different.”

Omne of the specific recommendations
in the report calls for the establishment
of what might be seen as a teachers col-

The report calls on educators to estab-
lish “a self-regulating, professional gov-
ernance structure to oversee certifica-
tion, licensing, discipline and profession-
al learning opportunities for educators.”
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